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Cha pter G H e1 i g i on 
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♦ The first religious services on i2lh vere held at the hoir.es 
of Robert Deale and David Gibson with the families of David naiinah 
and Joseph Hannah attendiixg. David uibson settled, on nlh in 1823, 
arid Hobert Deale in the year 1827. Ministers of the gospel made 
the home of Hobert Beale a place of preaching. Dr. John HciSlhenney, 
rtevs. D-err and h'iliiam Campbell, pioneers of the Preebyterien 


church in this region, officiated at bin house and plersmt, 
profitable meetings rare the result. Hobert Detlc vs? sincerely 


and intelligently pious, uie vixe vas liary Vance Poa t e, daughter 
of major William Poage of Marlins Bottom, and grnndaughter of 
• illiam Poege, Br. who with his -sone vere among the founder? of 


old Dek Grove church and at whose home so many religious service? 
vere held.lHefer to report for June 11, 1840-chap ter5-Time Devoted 
to Religion) 

* Robert Beale died in 1832, and after that services vert r.oetl 


held at David Oibson. his hone rae always open t ■> the stranger tha 
might cor.e along, nie confidences v ere s or.etines abused and impos¬ 
ition practiced upon him, hut that made no difference 'n hie treat 
merit of others. For years his home was at the service of the 


preachers and thus most of the preaching on ill: ros at his house. 

♦ it is believed by some that Jose;)): w»nnah had corittcd to 
memory the greater portion of the Mile for he could recite the 
-crjpt:.res for hours at r ti^e, having special reference for the 
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■U.'ueli toe und of the , 

ilHHd Lfind under wof.hua. He tor in tfces-e 
narratives, 1 lluetenti 3 hk «-*• , , 

ue 0 * the li:o nov to he lived bp uhrictltne 

*-1-9 greatest pleasures of his old ace to repeet these 
narratives in the prenenoe of i iP neighbors. ne preyed in the tone 
«ud member of a loving child to a kind more loving father. 


* during the four years of the Civil Mar, no church services 
of ony i:iud vere held on Blk as the Huttonsvilie Marlins Bottom 
Turnpike which passes ell the way down Hlk was the passway of 
marching arrays and bushwhackers all during the war. Most of the men 
vere engaged on one side ir the other and the people had little time 
to thi.iji of anything ejse but to survive, In the period just aftor 
the var, prayer and cless ueuti.jgs were held in the hones. In 18G8 
the Pleasant /alley school house was built in the lands of John B. 


end J-Iargaret Hannah and sometime thereafter a Sunday school was 
organized at the little school house. All church cervices vere 


held in the school hotise from that tire until 1888 when the church 
vse built. 

^ william McLaughlin and William Gibson -ere the main ones 
to sponsor the building of a church. They went into it together, 
but McLaughlin died before it was completed and it was left to Ur. 
Gibson to see that it was finished. He financed it to the extent 

of more than v700., and had it named Marys Chapel in memory of his 
mother Mary oharp Gibson rife of David Gibson. 

j,. T ne deed for the lot ' er given b; William Gibson end hie 
^ife Polly Gibson to Andrew McLaughlin, utnuel 1*. Moore, Jacob o. 
- ore, Jfecob McLaughlin, James Gibson, Jr., 4ilt 
-• -ing, trustees, end is dated November b, 1888. 

it is deeded to the Precb.,teriane but to be open to all 
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other orthodox denorninati one vhen not in nre by t’e Prerbytf.rians. 
According to the deed " If it uertPar to he used i-a r j.li.ce of ••ore v ip 

for five consecutive years by the people living in the vicinity 
then trie title end rights herein fronted r.nd convened shall revert 
to said million Biteou or hiB heii*s." 'The lot consisted of .£> aero. 

w Robert Bibs on hed et ouo time had in hie pot repion ell 
of his fathers old records concerning the building of the church, 
but they vere all destroyed vhen hie house v&a burned a fev years 
ago. The old class books cannot be found either ae the church hee 
been used by both idethodiat and Presbyterian ministers, but none 
of then teem to have the old class booh, Hovever l did taho the 
old cunioy school rc-cords vhioh vore all in the church and "ith 
the help of Janes and Bobert Bibson(sons of william Bibeou)end of 
-Irs Robert Bibson and Mrs, i’orrest uibson, v:e vent through t v eee 
records and got the names of thorn they kne^ had been rdr.hers of 
the church. They are ae follov»a: Jenison Arbogast, John Hannah , 
ne:nay u, uenneh, Beorye P. Hannah v local preacher, V.'illicra H* 

Hannah. John B. Hannah, liorria Brora, Janes V.. Jackson, George L. 
nannah, HlliE Hannah, Joseph B. Bibson, Hobert Bibson, Hi rah Hannah, 

ilery n. bibson, iaartha o. iiuimah, Wary a. Ja_keon, Haney Hannah, 
obrah J» ^rbogast, Buoy A. ahorp, Harsh H. Bibs on, Urs. wtuuel 
Hannah, Jane Jackson, l.lauie Bleek, i-iary Burr;., ilenty Arbogatt, 
wra. John B. uannah, Bnvid Hannah, Hester Haimah, clerk Hider, 
ure. clerk Hidr-r, «arnuel Hannah, 

oamuel Bibson and JtJord Hannah vero for ran;, yerrs teachers 
in the ounla., oohool. People say that oamuel Bibson v ( ub one of the 
be..t teachers that the. ever had. He held ouniay oohool for ;e»rc, 
and ;eire in t e Pleasant Valley School houpe. 
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preach at Marys Chapel. 
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OLD LOO::« at ILJ'.Yo CUAPiSL—» JLi: 

1 L,> ° ^ ^o^iis got there ie e questioxx. Calvin Hrlee Bays— 

ihefc'e bo >..s 'ere mostly published by the American Tract Society, 

b ud the lect published dote on any of them voe 1840. The publication 

de-t.es on those old Looas in the Hlk church - ^ 

in mo cnurch made me believe the 

library y ue brought to the community ubout a oexitury ago throxigh the 
inilueuue anl probably at the expenBe of my fathers aunt, iiary Vance 
Hoage Beale, vho by a second marriage became the v.’ife of Henry M» 

—o^fett. He v as the second clerk of Pocahontas county. Incidexotlly 
her grandson vr.s James A. iloffett of the Standard Oil Conpr-ny. ner 
hone stood on the road half r. rile southeast of Uarye Chapel. ( She 
v£s the v ife of Hobort Beale mentioned elsewhere in tbit* report) 

Robert and James Oibson do not think that iirs. Beale gave the 
boohs or had anything to io vith them, She died before the civil 
ar, aixd the v fed that if they had bean in the community during 
the v er that they rould have been destroyed as very lit .le of the 
old things came throUfch the vsr. They say there ''be no Sunday School 
and no place to have kept the books except in some home. On t>e fly 
lea. of many of them is written l J leesant Valley Sabbath School, 
indicating that V ey "ere perhaps brought into the community after 
this school Koupg v as b ilt in 1BC8. They say that they knot that 
their broth r annuel tflbeon cade the book case they are in y and tht t 
they have r.lraye been of the opinion that they ^cre brought into 


the comr.u.ji t. ct t'nc expense of or through the influence of Ur. 
uibtoii during the time he taught ounday echool in the Please ut vxlley 

. At any rat e me the one to . ' ' ' 


r. member of aver herring any of their fornfray nn*tMn£ rl out 

h«rn ~rr f v* erl; 

Ur ' y Ajcko'' 1 uni 
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2 hey ,, ere pub, by 



OLD bOOIId AT JMHXd UHAPrJL 

1 don't know If the nanea of theee ild books Hll be of 
any value or not, but 1 r>ill send then anyway. 

1.Concise dictionary of the nible-Jamee Covel- 1859 

£.6 Cundey t>ohool spelling and weeding nooks-Stephen nirby 

w.xhe Last Day of the week 

4. file »eel Completed 

5. The History of Little nenry and His hearer 
G. .»lice or own or the Hatlent tmfferer 

7. winter evening conversation on the works of Codtbetveen a 
father and his children) 

S. 'ike ratal Ladder or Henry Linford 

y. Omar, Designed to illustrate the Cevish History from GT 13* c' 
to the Birth of Christ 

10. -^xplonitory notes upon the new Testament- John Wesley 

11. Aiary ^rent or the secret rault 

12. uiive wmith- Haul neck-1855 

15. Letters to students by Bev. Baxter Diouison 
14. hinathan, n narrative, 18£7 

lb. Let it -alone Till Tomorrow, by c. T. nedell 1829 

16. The Life of Thomas t. Thomason- Haul neck-1853 

17. x’erting Advice To a Youth 
16. Thi Christian Hilgrim 

19. The Only oon, or the niatory oi Jonah Soss and Hie mother 

by nev. uemes w. Alexander 

20. nelen and her Cousin - .Haul Beck- 1831 

21. Memoir of Barbara tiring,by orevill tiring!her husband) 177? 
f. . Anecdotes of Missionary v.'orthies in the Moravian church, 18! 





23. The uhepgerd of oal leLur 

* Aaiu ~ t| y aanimh Uoore- 1033 

24. uenoir of ousannuh bliv a v et> , m v 

xizaueth bingham-ioat.c Parsons- 1836 

£6. The 'IVo Friends 

£6. rhe x»ylmr Sailor nr* «.v„ m 

» the Victim of Parental neglect, by 

a uUte Prisoner- 10£8 

£7. The Pioneer Family 

£b. The Affectionate JJaughter-in- law - * 


£9. Memoir of n a vid brainerd- 1826 
30. The Peacemaker- C. Is. Tippett 


51. Mnma and Her nurse 
32. The Emigrant Orphan 

c>£ • Charles Clifford or the Children at River Eenk-Oamee 


Alexander- 1834 

34. Memorial for a Sunday school ufcrl, 1798 

% 

35. The Customs and Manners oi the bedouin Arabs- Paul beck-1857 


36. Fireside Conversations on some of the Principal Doctrines 
of the Bible 

57. History of the Mission to Orissa- Ano3 Sutton 

58. cousin Clara or the oequel to lsllen Carrol 


39. The Bittle Receiver Reclaimed 

40. History of the V.’oidenesses, from the earliest i>erio& to 
the present, 1850 

41. Memoir of iinry Anne Hooker 


42. family Conversations on the Evidence;. of Revelations. 
4 ". The five Apprentices, to rhioh is lidded the story of 

5d v, 8rd Cranford. 


44. life of i»Qorp.e viiehnrt, the Liortyr 


47 

4b 

4*. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 
*4. 

55. 

56. 
£7. 

6 ! :. 
.'j, 


. uelan Mnuriue or th« m- 

-. 

Tha T 8HoJiare Manual -W. l. Lloyd 

* 8 oil Colonel Jamon uurdinor- B. Doddridge D. D. 
xh « “ondarful toaohine . « 

. Tract ^ietrtbutoro 

* usee and Abuena of oundny school LibrrrieB 
■ Mouthful Memoirs- Rov. w. Larue Wjieon, M. A. 

The Scottish former 

'^he Bible ia True or Propheoy Compnrort vith uletor; 

idemoire of John urqunhrt 

The Young; Freethinker Koclaimed 

hives of Adam Wallace raid V,alter Hill, Mur tyre 

The Firel of April 

April j> ool or tne -Cvils of noooption 


60. My Grandfather Gregory 

61. iho Firet Day of tho Vfoek. 

6... 3uouee in Georgia- By luabol Dryedele 

63. n .e]ijioua Fashions or the History of Anm - Vxi wherv ood 


- Memoir of Joehua Korlp* Gilpin, n monument of PironUl 
affection to a Mear und Only won- xov, Jouhua uiipin 
66. Jane Mid Jinr Teacher 

66. The utory or the orobe-- itov noBert ne^ateel 


67. Jiebrer u mb toms 

CU, The Liven oi oIwioub nomanur, ignatiui, end Polyoerp 

6 If. Chrirtlnn to.rtyri 


X 


70. " Brief iaernoir of Lfehoaod 

71. The Lost Child 


*i Bey 


7£. Vh. Happy C hMoe „ tha p ottar . B 

73. History of -h. Patriarch Abraham 

rite heeeljon ..iseitnnrier 5 .i tha J.aria liail Boat- 
by Urs. Jones 

75. Ceorg-e Wilson anc Hie Friend 
70. Julia, Changed 
77. The Vine and the Fig Tree 
75. 15 Liethodist Hymnals 

79, 12 Fsalms and Hymnals 

80. Bight Testaments 

The Bible now in use was published in 1888 
"11 of "the old Sunday School records dating back to 1870 
were there in the church. In 1876 there vase an enrollment 
of 40. The present enrollment is 50. 


Of course I didn* t take time to rend all of these 
old books, but I did look through a few of them. The one 
"April Fool the nvils of Deception" plainly brough out the idea 
that a person who played April Fool trickB v:pe not only a 
deceiver but an untruthful person as veil and that he endangered 

t e lives of his fellow men. An of them,I.think, brough out 
some religious teaching, and 1 beliebe that by reading them one 
could get a good viewpoint on the religious teachings of 
a hundred years ago. 


Those ore email books ->f ar ound one hindered pages,'* ith 
an oli fashioned brown cardbourd covers, rt_ 
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OLD LOOKS AT MAttY'SCHAPEL 

1 Concise Dlcllt nary of the Bible, 
by .lames Covel, l»3P 

2 C Sui day School Spelling end 
Reading books, by Stephen Kirby 

3 The Last Day of the Week 

4 1 he Week l out pitted 

5 The (Usury ol Lhlie Henry and 
Uls Bearer 

6 Alice Brown or the Talent Suf¬ 
ferer 

7 Winter Eveulrg. C<» 
on the Wotksof God (belw 
er and tils children) 

8 The Fatal Ladder or 1 
ford. 

9 Omar, Des'g e l to lilt 


rersatlon 
u a fatti I 


14 Elr.all.an, a Narrative, 1827 
10 Let ll A lone Till Tomorrow or 
The History of Robert Bet,tun by G 
T. Bedell, 1820 
in The Life of Timm as T. 
ascii, by Paul Beck, 1833 
17 Parting Advice To A \ 


Thom- 
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- J '-The T«o Friends 
.1 26 ,n‘‘ e Djrln K Sal| or, or the Vie 

pm. ££ms' - KeR,eoti by ■ si “» 

27 The Pioneer Family 
la ^ 8 The Affectionate Daughter In 


31 Emma and Her Nurse 

32 The Emigrant Orphans 

33 Charles Clifford or .The Child 
ren at River Bank, by' James Alex 
ander, 1834 

34 Memorial for a Sunday School 
Girl, 1798. 

35 The Customs and Manners of 
the Bedouin Arabs, by Paul Beck. 
1837. 

36 Fireside Conversations on some 
of the Principal Doctrines of the HI- 


I 37 history of the Mission to Or- 
I Issa, I y Amos Sutton 

38 Cousin Clara or the Sequel to 
Ellen Carrol 

39 The Little Deceiver Reclaimed 

40 History of the Waldenesses, 
from the earliest period to the pres 
ent, 1830 

41 Memoir of Mary Anne Hooker 

42 Family Conversations on the 
Evidences of Revelation. 

43 The Five Apprentices, to which 
Is added the history of Edward Craw 
ford 

44 Life Jof George Whhart, The 
Martyr 

45 Helen Maurice or the Benefit 
of Early Religious Instructions, by a 
Sunday School Teacher 

40 Memoirs of Henry Obooklah, a 
member of the foreign School, died In 
1818 

47 The Life of Colonel James Gar¬ 
diner—by P. Doddridge. D D. 

48 The Teachers Manual, by W. 


L Lloyd 

49 The Wonderful Machine 

50 Tract Distributors 


51 Uses and Abuses of Sunday 
I School Libraries 


52 Youthful Memoirs, by Rev W. 
Carus Wilson, M A. 

63 The Scottish Farmer - 

54 The Bible Is True or Prophecy 
Compared With History 

55 Memoirs of John Urquaharb 
50 The Younjf Freethinker Re 

claimed. 

57 Lives of Adam Wallace and i 

Walter Mill. Martvra 


